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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing below of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the present application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

Claim 2 (currently amended): A support bracket in accordance with claim 4 9, 
wherein the first leg includes at least two first bores spaced fn^m each other along the 
first leg. 

Claim 3 (cunrently amended): A support bracket in accordance with claim 4 9, 
wherein the at least one second bore is a blind bore. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A su pport bracket in accordance with claim 4 9, 
wherein the engagement means is a hook member that is adapted to engage a 
reentrant lip carried at an upper front edge of a gutter. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A support bracket in accordance with claim 4 9, 
wherein the support surface means is a surface inclined In a downward direction from 
a plane defined by the mounting surface and extending toward the gutter front wall 
engagement means. 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): A gupport bracket in accordance with claim 5, 
wherein the support surface means is inclined at an inclination angle of from about 85* 
to about 60° relative to the mounting surface. 

Claim 7 (cunrently amended): A supoort bracket in accordance with claim 5, 
wherein the support surface means is Inclined relative to the mounting surface at an 
inclination angle of about 75''. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 

Claim 9 (allowed): A support bracket for positioning within a rain gutter that 
includes an overlying gutter cover panel, said bracket comprising: 

a) a substantially L-shaped body including a first leg adapted to be oriented 
substantially vertically when the bracket is installed in a gutter, and a second leg 
adapted to be oriented substantially horizontally when the bracket is installed in a 
gutter, the first leg including a mounting surface adapted to contact a rear wall of a 
gutter and a front surface spaced from the mounting surface and connected therewith 
by a central panel that extends between the mounting surface and the front surface; 

b) at least one first bore extending through the first leg toward the mounting 
surface and generally aligned with the second leg for receiving a bracket fastener for 
securing the bracket to a substantially vertical building surface adjacent to a roof edge; 

c) at least one second bore extending into the second leg for receiving a cover 
panel fastener for securing a front edge of the gutter cover panel to the bracket; 
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d) engagement means carried by the second leg for engaging and supporting a 
front wall portion of a gutter, the second leg Including a stop surface for abutment with 
and positioning relative to the bracket of a front edge of the gutter cover panel, 
vyherein the stop surface Is positioned below an opening of the at least one second 
bore ; and 

e) upwardly-facing, flat support surface means canied by the first leg for 
engaging a rear surface portion of the gutter cover panel. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A support bracket in accordance with claim + 9. 
including at least one aperture In the bracket body for receiving a fastener for fastening 
an end cap relative to the bracket. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A support bracket in accordance with claim 10. 
wherein the at least one bracket body aperture Is positioned in the first leg. 

Claim 12 (cun-ently amended): A support bracket In accordance with claim 10. 
wherein the at least one bracket body aperture Is positioned in the second leg. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A support bracket in accordance with claim 10, 
wherein at least one bracket body aperture Is posHioned in the first leg. and at least 
one bracket body aperture is positioned In the second leg. 

Claim 14 (canceled) 
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Claim 15 (currently amended): A support bracket for poottioning wtthin a rain 
g ut te r th a t i nc l i ifl r') nn """rfyi"g g'^t^r rnwnr pano l havnq an Intumod front odgo. sa i d 
braokot compricing: 

a) o unitary, oubctantially L chapod body Includ i ng a firct l og odaptod to be 
e riCTtod oubotontiQl l y vortica ll y whon tho braol ro t lo inotallod in a guttor. and a oecond 
l o g g d jpt od to be orinntr-^ -"y^-*'^r,r,^»Y hnri«.ntnllv wh a n tho braokot is incta l lod I n a 
guttor, th o fin r t i c q inn l iiT^'"g " ■^^"""''.f) p.i i rfnco adaotod to contact a roar wall of a 
gut to r an d a front niirfnr^ ^p^nnH fmrn thn mn i mtina curfaco and connected thorowith by 
a - ccntrol panol that oxtonds in a longitud i nal d i root l on of the firct log and Intorconn e cte 
t ho m o unting c u rhrn nnTi '' ■ ■rf'^^" ,' ""^n ^oaond loo inc l uding a oupp n rt fi ii rfp ice 
c pjcc d from tho mn^mti-^g ^,,rf^rn fnr ^-..ppnrt i nn tho inturnod front odgo of tho ovor1y iB§ 
guttor oovGT pan ei? 

b) 3t I cac t ono finrt hmr "r*'-'"^'"g thim"^h thn firrt i nn toward tho mount lRg 
cur f a cc jnd g o nomily n l i g -^"'* ^i^" onnnnd i ng for rocQiv l na a brac l cot fastonor fef 
ee ouring the brooltot to a cubctantlally vortica l build i ng curfaco adjacont to a ro o f nd g ej 

e )- cngagomont moano earned by tho oocond log for engaging and oupporting o 

front wall portion of a gutten 

^ in accordance with daim 9. including a contact surface earned by the 
second leg between the first leg and the engagement means for contact with an 
Intumed end of the overlying gutter cover panel i-and 

c) upwardly facing, flat oupport curfaco moano carried by tho firot log for 
engag i ng and oupporting a roar port i on of tho guttor covor panol . 

Claim 16 (canceled) 
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Claim 17 (canceled) 

Claim 18 (previously presented): A bracket in accordance with claim 15, 
wherein the contact surface includes a stop for engagement with an edge of the gutter 
cover panel. 



PAGE 9110 ' RCVD AT 519/2008 7:00:26 PM [Eastern Dayfight Time] ' SVRiUSPTO^FXra * ^ 



